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The Panther Paw 
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Our Mission 

To provide a safe and positive learning environment that provides students with stimulating experiences that encourage educational 

excellence while promoting high self-esteem and respect for the uniqueness of others. 

 

Laura Brown   Kristin Bull 

Principal  Assistant Principal 

  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
NOVEMBER 
12-16  American Education Week -Book Fair 
16  Last day to send in orders for PTA Pie Sale 
19  PTA Family Dinner Night at Panera Bread 6-9 pm 
22-23  SCHOOL CLOSED – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
26  Report Cards Distributed 
28  School Picture Makeup Day 
29  Pre K Conferences – no classes for Pre K 
  PTA Board Meeting 6 pm 
30  CONFERENCE DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STUDENTS 
 
A LOOK AHEAD TO DECEMBER 
3-7  PTA Holiday Shop 
24-1/1  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR WINTER BREAK 
  School reopens January 2nd 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

 
Dear Cedarmere Families, 
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On November 12th we began the second marking period of the school year. Report cards will be 

distributed to students on Monday, November 26th.  The purpose of report cards is to share your child’s 

progress each marking period and to identify their strengths and weaknesses.  Here are some ways you 

might respond to your child’s report card.  

 

• Praise your child for their effort.  

• Acknowledge all the positive grades.  

• Ask your child to identify any areas of weakness. Allow your child to talk openly about what they 

think they could do to make improvement.  

• Work in cooperation with your child to set up goals for improvement in one or two areas. (Too 

many goals may be too overwhelming and therefore not attainable). Seek advice from the 

teacher if needed.  

• Inform the teacher about any goals, so that feedback can be provided or an incentive program 

can be put in place. Students are working hard every day to be the very best learners that they 

can be! 

 

Please remember that you no longer need to wait to see your child's progress as all parents have access 

to Schoology through BCPS ONE, our online grade reporting system.  

 

On Friday, November 30th, all elementary schools are closed for parent conference day, and the 

teachers will be available to discuss each child's academic progress at a scheduled meeting with parents.  

 

Fondly, 

Laurie Brown 

Principal 

ABSENCE CALLS 

 
 If your child is absent, you will receive a phone call at approximately 10:00 am, notifying you that your 
child is not in school.  There is no need to call the school if your child is absent.  Please send a note 
explaining the absence when your child returns to school. 
 
 

UNEXPECTED CHANGES IN SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

Please use the resources below for up to date information about closings, delays, cancellations and 
postponements. 
 
Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio and 
television stations and other media including the Internet.  

• BCPS Now for Android and iOS 

• BCPS Web Home Page links to page displaying emergency announcements 

https://www.bcps.org/mobile/


• BCPS TV, Comcast Cable Channel 73 & Verizon Fios Channel 34 

• BCPS Telephone Information 443-809-5555 

• Local radio and television stations 

• Schools-out.com 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 

Cedarmere is made up of a school community who respects and values education.  Almost every day of 

this school year we have had more than 95% of our students in school.  Some of our grade levels have 

had 100% attendance on multiple days.  I am thankful for your support in sending your child to school 

each day and on time.   

The Maryland State Standard of schools for each day is: 

 96% or more students present – Excellent 

 94%-95.9% students present – Satisfactory 

 Less than 94% - Unsatisfactory 

The Maryland State Department of Education has yearly attendance expectations and ratings: 

 Perfect Attendance – Outstanding 

 1-5 days absent – Excellent 

 6-8 days absent – Satisfactory 

 9 or more days absent – Unsatisfactory 

Cedarmere Elementary has an Attendance Committee to help monitor and improve attendance.  Our 

mission is to: 

• Identify students who have frequent absences 

• Contact parents/families when students’ absences become chronic 

• Develop a plan to improve chronic absences 

• Celebrate students who attend school regularly by acknowledging them quarterly 

Student absences impact a child’s academic progress.  When students are chronically absent/tardy, they 

miss the necessary skills and concepts that are taught at that grade level.  Their homework, classwork, 

and test performance may suffer.  It is not uncommon for students who are frequently absent to have a 

report card that reflects lower achievement than the child is truly capable of achieving.  We understand 

that there may be circumstances in which your child cannot attend school due to illness and/or family 

emergencies.  If they are absent, please send a note documenting a reason for the absence.  

At Cedarmere Elementary School, we care about your child and your family; please let us know if we can 

support you in any way 

 
 

MATH HOMEWORK HELPERS 

 

Does your child love math? Do they need a little extra math help? Would they like to be on TV? Do they 

like to win prizes? If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, we are here for you!  Math 

Homework Helpers is a LIVE call in show for Baltimore County Public School students.  On this show, two 

experienced math teachers help students with their math homework or any math problems.   



Give it a try, have your child “Tune In” and “Call In” to Math Homework Helpers every Wednesday, from 

4:30-5:30 on BCPS-TV, Comcast Channel 73 or Verizon FIOS Channel 34.  

After each call, your student will win a really cool prize which will be mailed to his/her school.  The 

phone number to call on Wednesday is: 410-494-1459.  We hope your student will join the fun!  

 
We acknowledge birthdays every day at Cedarmere on the morning announcements.  Every child 
receives a birthday sticker.  In order to support a healthy lifestyle and avoid food allergy issues, we ask 
that you refrain from sending in any food for any celebrations.  In order to celebrate your child’s 
birthday or any celebration, please consider “goodies” like pencils, erasers, or stickers.  You may also 
consider donating a book to the classroom library in your child’s honor.  Perhaps a board game or puzzle 
to be played during indoor recess would help the celebration continue throughout the year.  Thank you 
for understanding how important a healthy lifestyle is for our students.  

CEDARMERE CAFE 
 
Although families are always welcome to visit Cedarmere to watch all the wonderful learning taking 

place, our cafeteria cannot accommodate visitors during lunchtime. If you would like to participate in 

our cafeteria experience, we are always in need of volunteers to help in the cafeteria.  Please call the 

front office, if you would like to volunteer.  

PRIVATE SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

 

 
If applying to a private school for your child, please follow the guidelines listed below: 
 
Send the signed consent form for release of records from the private school directly to Mrs. Millirons, 
School Counselor. 
Send the teacher recommendations forms also to Mrs. Millirons.  She will then distribute them to 
classroom teachers.  The classroom teachers will return the form to Mrs. Millirons.  These forms will be 
sent to the private school along with other requested records. 
Allow 2-4 weeks for all paper work to be completed and the records copies to be sent to the private 
school. 
You will receive a letter from the office when the records are ready to be mailed asking you to send in 
money for the postage. 
All records must be sent from the school and are not hand delivered by parents. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Chris Millirons, School Counselor, at cmillirons@bcps.org  
or 410-887-6944.  

 

mailto:cmillirons@bcps.org


Happy November Cedarmere families. The PTA is having a phenomenal year so far, enjoying all the 

participation at our events! Keep it coming. Even the rain couldn’t stop this community from throwing 

down with an amazing Trunk or Treat! Thank you to all who came out. 

We have more amazing plans in the works, so mark your calendars. See you at the next PTA meeting on 

11/29. If you haven’t signed up, please do as we are having a $50 Wegman’s gift card raffle that 

evening.  

 

What does it mean to join the PTA? 

At a minimum your membership fee helps financially support both the Cedarmere PTA and the 

Maryland PTA.  If that’s all you do and attend events when you want, that is okay.  

 

We only have 4 meetings pre-scheduled for the whole school year. That way you know in advance when 

they are, and it’s your choice to attend or not. For us, the most important is the first meeting of the year 

to approve the budget, so the more the merrier. We use these meetings to host speakers to provide 

valuable information and insight to help parents and teachers in their daily lives, and provide updates as 

to what the PTA is doing.  

 

We have ample opportunities if you are someone who has more time and wants to help.  

 

We also want to send a huge shout out to all our volunteers! You are the reason we can do these 

events. 

 

We need people to help run the holiday shop.  Click the link to sign up. 

https://www.volunteersignup.org/9X9RW 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Your PTA Board 

 
 

 
 

CHARACTER EDUCATION 

 

Cedarmere Elementary will highlight a specific character trait each month while still reinforcing many 
others on a consistent basis.  The character trait will be taught daily at school by staff, teachers, and 
students in a variety of ways and will be incorporated into daily instruction and homework whenever 
possible.  We will recognize students displaying the character trait of the month in as many ways as 
possible.  (intercom announcements, bulletin boards, verbal and written comments, and calls to parents 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.volunteersignup.org%2f9X9RW&c=E,1,KtFurso2F1O631tVwAqXYoLLDkF-M5Ybx_0jhLd_0WoSnF3CDduC7PAKHHYS4zOkLKrEwGqoNuwsA81io0wncS6TIgTfXTiX0TOFl1rS&typo=1


are a few examples)  Please help us at home by reinforcing the character traits and having discussions 
with your child about them on a regular basis.  

Virtue of the Month for November---------“Gratitude”  

The virtue for the month of November is “gratitude”.  “Gratitude” is the quality of being thankful, a 

readiness to show appreciation for something and to return kindness.  Synonyms for “gratitude” are:  

gratefulness, thankfulness, thanks, and appreciation.  In our community circles the classes have been 

discussing the meaning of “gratitude” and what they are grateful for.  Each and every day, we should all 

stop and think about this important virtue.  There are so many things that we can be thankful for and 

this is a great time to continue to recognize them and talk about them with others. 

 Thank you to Mrs. Reeves’ and Mrs. Kellington’s classes for sharing their thoughts about the virtue for 

November. 

 

I am grateful for: 

-my mom.  Rossy 

-my friends because I help them when they don’t know something.  Sharon 

-my brother because he plays with me on the Play Station and he is a good brother.  Harmon 

-my mom and dad because they help me with my homework.  Graison 

-my dad because he helps me and my sister get good grades in school.  Jamey 

-my friends, family, and life because I don’t feel alone.  I am grateful for my education.  Cesia 

-for the education I have because we learn at this school.  Aiden 

-my family because they help me get clothes and shoes.  Destini 

-my family because they help me with hard homework.  David 

-my family because they take care of me all the time.  Melanie 

-my clothes and my family.  Brooklyn 

-my family because they buy me food, shoes, and everything I need.  Akeerah 

-my brother, sister, mom, and dad because they buy me shoes and take care of me.  They are grateful for 

me.  Sa’Raiya 

-my family, friends, and teachers because they help me through stuff and help me when I need it.  

Sabrina 

-a loving and caring family because having someone good in your life makes a difference for your mental 

health.  I am grateful for shelter education, food, water, and my dog, Banner.  Alyssa 

-a roof over my head and food to eat.  I am also grateful for an education.  I am grateful for so many 

things.  I know how lucky I am.  Desirae 

-what I have and what I am getting.  I got a laptop and am getting a drawing tablet and drawing tips in 

the form of a book.  Justice 

-Mrs. Kellington and every other teacher in this school.  Jonathan 

 

The Cedarmere staff is thankful for our wonderful students and their families.  

Student Government 



2018-2019 

 
Congratulations to the following Student Government Officers and Members-at-Large. 

 
   

Officers 
 

President-  Bella D. 

 

Vice President-  Grace G. 

 

Treasurer-  Bailiy A. 

 

Secretary –  Isabella C. 

 

Parliamentarian –  Riley Y. 

 

 

 

 

Members-at-Large 
 

Isabella L. 

Autumn T. 

Lily K. 

Camryn H. 

Ariayn W. 

Isabel N. 

 

These students worked so hard on their speeches.  We are very proud of them and know that it will be a 

great year.  

Claire’s Gourmet Fundraiser  
Cedarmere parents and students rock!  A big “paws up” to all who participated in the Claire’s fundraiser.  
It was a big success thanks to you.  We sold approximately $3,200 worth of products.  This is wonderful.  
Our profit will be approximately $800.  This money will be used to support our PBIS program.  Thank you 
for helping to make this such a great fundraiser!  We appreciate your support, dedication, and hard 
work.   This was really a worthwhile activity and the students will truly benefit.  
The following students were able to sell Claire’s products and raise money for our PBIS program.  Thank 

you.   

David C. Camden J. Cailyn W.   

Alyssa C.  Layla M.     

Christopher C. Maya M.   

Marissa D.  Reece M.  

Avyan D. Spencer R.    

Madison F. Cody R.    

Camryn H.  Aaron S.   

Makayla H.  David S.    

Andrew H.   Ava S.     

Dexter K.  Avery S.    

   



 

Thank you to all parents and students for your patience during pick-up.  It was important to us to check 

over your order with you and assist you in loading your car as much as possible.  We certainly appreciate 

you and your time. Thank you once again for making this fundraiser such a huge success.  We hope that 

you enjoy your Claire’s Gourmet products.  Our top seller this year was David C. in Ms. 

Adams’ kindergarten class.  He sold over $950 worth of products.  

Congratulations David!  He won the $50 cash prize.  

 
 

NURSE’S CORNER 

 

Healthy Notes from Nurse Kick 

 

Recommended health supplies for all ages (children and adults) 

It is strongly recommended that all students have the following items with them at school so that they 

will enjoy a healthy and comfortable day.  

Spill proof water bottle 

A full change of clothing and an extra pair of shoes; even if your child is potty trained. These items may 

be needed for spills, torn clothing or soiled clothing from falls in the mud/snow! We don’t have extra 

clothing for hygienic reasons. Plus, everyone appreciates having their own clothing to change into.  

 

Optional items to consider for back pack: 
Chap Stick or other lip balm 

Unscented, unmedicated skin lotion 

Sunscreen (only if responsible enough to use) 

Emergency supplies: emergency snack, tissues, cleaning wipes/ gel and band aids. 

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 
 
All volunteer training now takes place online, at your own discretion. Every person who plans on 
attending a school field trip or event must be an approved volunteer. Once you complete the online 
training you must print your volunteer application and the certificate of completion and bring it in to 
the main office to Mrs. Millirons. The training only takes about 15 minutes to complete, and must be 
completed every year. The directions for training are attached at the end of this newsletter.  



BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Earn cash for our school! 

Save your box tops and send them to school. 

 

Clip Box Tops from hundreds of participating brands.  The Box Tops will be collected in every classroom 

and each quarter the two classes with the most Box Tops will win a prize.  It is so easy for our school to 

earn additional funds for our children.  

 

1. Clip Box Tops from Hundreds of your favorite products.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our 
school.  Some are worth more.  

2. Send the Box Tops to school with your child and they can deposit them in a collection bag in 
each classroom.  The Box Tops are collected throughout the year and sent to Box Tops for 
Education. 

3. Twice a year, Box tops for Education will send our school a check. 
4. We collect Box Tops all year long.  Also save them over the summer and send them to school in 

September. Visit boxtops4education.com for more information. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Millirons, School Counselor. 

cmillirons@bcps.org 

VISITORS 

 

 
The safety of all students and staff in Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) is of utmost 
importance to all of us. Our school, as well as all Baltimore County Schools, is utilizing a visitor 
check-in system. The system is called V-soft by Raptor otherwise known as Raptor. The information 
collected will not be shared outside of the school and is stored on a secure server.  
 
When you visit our school for the first time, you will be asked to present government issued photo 
identification (ID) or a driver’s license to a staff member in our main office. The ID will be scanned 
and your photo, name, and date of birth will be extracted. This information will be utilized to log 
you in and compare your information against the national sexual offender database. Once your ID is 
scanned and you are cleared, a visitor pass will be printed for you. You must wear your ID in a 
visible location while in the building. You will need only to show your ID on future visits. You are to 
check out with the office staff upon completion of your business so that we know you are no longer 
in the building.  
 
If you do not want your ID scanned, the only alternative to this process is to allow staff to see your 
ID to verify your name and date of birth so that this information can be manually entered into the 
system. This method does not store information. Therefore, you must go through this process each 
time you visit the school. If you refuse to show your ID, you will be denied access to the school.  



If you are matched to any of the National Sex Offender Registry, you will be denied access to the 
school. Only the principal can override this decision and identify conditions under which you may 
visit.  
Your assistance in keeping our students and staff safe is appreciated. 

 
 

SMOKING 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools is committed to providing a healthy, comfortable, and productive 
environment for its students and employees. The use of tobacco in any form in the school building, on 
school property (including the parking lot), and at school-sponsored functions (including field trips) is 
prohibited at all times.  

 
 

The Lost and Found is located outside of the cafeteria.  Please check this area if your child is missing a 
jacket, sweatshirt, gloves, etc.  There are many nice articles of clothing, as well as other items.  Every 
quarter we donate the articles, so soon all of the items will be gone.  

 
 

THE PANTHER PAW NEWSLETTER  
 

The Panther Paw Newsletter will be published once a month on the second Wednesday of every month. 
It will contain a calendar of events for that month and the following month as well as other important 
information concerning our school.  We encourage you to read the newsletter and post the calendars on 
your refrigerator to refer to them throughout the month.  In our effort to go green and reduce the 
amount of paper we use, we are planning to send our newsletters electronically to anyone who provided 
a working email address on your child’s emergency contact form at the beginning of the year. All 
newsletters will be posted our school website http://cedarmerees.bcps.org 

http://cedarmerees.bcps.org/


 



Food and Clothing Pantry  

Despensa de Alimentos y Ropa 
 

OWINGS MILLS HIGH SCHOOL 
124 Tollgate Road 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 

Regular Hours/ Horario Regular: 
Call to make a reservation  Llamar para hacer una reservación 

Elizabeth Pedrosa-Boyce: 443-809-2981 EMAIL: epedrosaboyce@bcps.org  

Marcia Jones: 443-809-1759  EMAIL: mjones14@bcps.org 

Emergency Hours/Horas de Emergencia: 
 Monday – Thursday/lunes a jueves 11:30-12:30 PM 

Contact/Contacte a: Dana Evans, 410-809-1700 – devans6@bcps.org 

Monthly Distribution / Distribución Mensual: 
 Last Friday of the Month from 2:30PM – 5:30PM/cada último Viernes del mes 

desde las 2:30PM – 5:30PM  

Quantities and variety of food and clothing items will vary weekly. Please bring reusable bags for 

packing/Las cantidades y variedad de alimentos y ropa variaran semanalmente. Favor de 

traer bolsas reusables para empacar. 

 SUPPORTING FAMILIES, ONE BAG AT A TIME  

mailto:epedrosaboyce@bcps.org
mailto:mjones14@bcps.org
mailto:devans6@bcps.org


 


